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Houghton on the Land Dayas of Sarawak. clxxxix 



On the Land Dayas of Upper Sarawak, Seutah, Sihoy, Setany, and 
Quop. By Edwabd P. Houghton, M.D., Medical Officer, Sara- 
wak Government. [The papier will appear at length in the 
Memoirs. Abstract.] 

Dr. Houghton gave a minute description of the Dayas, under the 
heads physical characters, births, length of life, uterogestation, dis- 
eases, religion, food, habitations, disposal of the dead, belief in a fu- 
ture state, domestic animals, and government. 

Mr. Mackenzie remarked on the excellent and lucid arrangement 
of the different subjects treated of, which, he thought, might be 
adopted with advantage by all travellers. It was a much more easy 
and simple mode of stating the facts noticed, and, he thought, it 
would be of great service to the advancement of Anthropological 
science, if a series of rules were laid down as a guide to other tra- 
vellers on the statement of observations. 

Mr. Carteb Blake rejilied, in answer to a question, that the mean- 
ing of the word D}-ak was " savage " or " wild." 

Mr. McGbigok Allan, reverting to the concluding observations 
in Mr. Clarke's paper, that the intermixture of the Osmanlees and 
Georgians did not produce a permanent race, said, that fact confirmed 
the views of the late Mr. Knox, that no two distinct races succeed in 
producing a permanent offspring. He wished to know whether it was 
Mr. Clarke's opinion that, in conformity with the views of Dr. Knox, 
the Turkish race would disappear in Europe. Many Americans were 
now entertaining the notion that they should mix with the negro race 
to produce a superior race of men, but if the opinions of Dr. Knox 
were correct, that doctrine would prove altogether fallacious. 

Mr. Hyde Clarke said he never believed in the jJermanence of the 
intermixed races, but there was a great difference between giving 
broad facts as he had done, and carrying them out with statistical re- 
sults. There were many old families in Turkey, and all were in the 
habit of intermarrying with Georgians and Circassians, but there were 
many different circumstances which might prevent the attainment of 
a positive decision as to extinction of races, any approximation to 
which could only be arrived at by statistical returns. He had, how- 
ever, entered into the question of the probable extinction of the Turks 
and the increase of Christians in Turkey, in a paper which had been 
read before the Statistical Society. It was very rare, he said, to see 
a Mulatto in Turkey, though there were many black children. 

The following paper was then taken as read. 

On the Fishing Indians of Vancouver's Island. By E. B. Bogg, Esq., 
M.D. [The paper will appear at length in the Memoirs. See 
Anthropological Review, vol. iv, p. 400.] 

The meeting then adjourned. 



